
It’s easy being green.

How does it work?
Every day, approximately five pounds of solid waste is  
generated for every person in the United States. Landfill 
gas, consisting mostly of methane, is created through the 
natural decomposition of this waste material and can be 
used as an alternative fuel resource for electricity generation.

Through a partnership between your electric cooperative, 
 Waste Management 
and Alabama Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. (AEC), 
methane gas from 
Springhill Regional 
Landfill is extracted and 
burned to generate 4.8 
megawatts of green 
energy, which is then placed on the transmission grid and 
made available for all consumers in the AEC system.

The process begins with the disposal of organic-rich solid 
waste material into sanitary landfills. As the waste  
decomposes, methane gas is produced and recovered by a 
series of wells drilled into the landfill. The wells are  
interconnected by a common collection system that  
transports the gas to a compression facility. There, the gas  
is compressed, dried and filtered before being sent through 
turbines or engines to produce electricity. 

The result - clean, green energy - is enough to power 
4,000 homes per year.

C O R P O R A T E  P R O F I L E
Waste Management, Inc. is the leading provider of comprehensive waste and environmental
services in North America. The company is strongly committed to a foundation of financial
strength, operating excellence and superior customer service.

Waste Management tailors its services to meet the needs of each customer group and to ensure
consistent, superior service at the local level. Headquartered in Houston, the company’s network
of operations includes 431 collection operations, 381 transfer stations, 286 active landfill
disposal sites, 17 waste-to-energy plants, 119 recycling plants and 90 beneficial-use landfill gas
projects. These assets enable Waste Management to offer a full range of environmental services
to 22 million residential, industrial, municipal and commercial customers. 

Drawing on its resources and experience, it actively pursues projects and initiatives that benefit
the waste industry, the communities it serves and the environment. Waste Management works to
make a positive difference for the environment in every aspect of its business. 

• The company recovers and processes methane gas, naturally produced in landfills, into an
energy source for generating power.  

• With 400 vehicles now converted from diesel fuel to clean-burning natural gas, the
company operates one of the nation’s largest fleets of heavy-duty trucks powered
exclusively by natural gas. 

• It has taken a leadership role in promoting the recycling and reuse of materials that would
otherwise end up in landfills. 

• Through its waste-to-energy plants, WM uses municipal solid waste to generate power. This
reduces the volume of the waste by 90 percent and saves space in local landfills while
providing an economical alternative to the use of fossil and nuclear fuels. 

• WM partners with communities, government and industries to develop land at both active
and closed landfill sites into recreational and commercial facilities such as parks, athletic
fields, campgrounds and golf courses. 

• Across North America, the company works with environmental groups to set aside land for
the creation and management of wetlands and wildlife habitats. 

• WM helped found the Chicago Climate Exchange, an organization established to provide a
voluntary marketplace for reducing greenhouse gas emissions and trading credits earned
from those reductions.

Waste Management’s environmental initiatives have drawn recognition numerous times from
organizations such as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of Energy
and the Wildlife Habitat Council.

CORPORATE 
INFORMATION

Operating Areas:
48 states, District of Columbia, 
Canada and Puerto Rico

Residential and Commercial
Customers Served:
22 million

Active Landfills: 286

Collection Operations: 431

Transfer Stations: 381

Waste-to-Energy 
Facilities: 17

Collection & Transfer
Vehicles: 25,000

LNG- and CNG-powered
Vehicles: 400

Recycling:

Recycling Facilities: 119

Recyclable Materials 
Marketed Annually: 
8 million tons

Employees: 51,000

(Information as of 12/31/2004)

INVESTOR INFORMATION
Greg Nikkel
(713) 265-1358

MEDIA INFORMATION
Heather Browne
(713) 265-1514

CORPORATE OFFICE
Waste Management, Inc.
1001 Fannin, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77002
(713) 512-6200

www.wm.com
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Buying two blocks of 
green power

per month for a year  
equals recycling 

480 lbs. of aluminum  
or recycling 

1,766 lbs. of newspaper.

With today’s concerns over escalating fuel costs and increasing 
dependence on fossil fuels, we are constantly seeking other options. 
That’s why we’re offering our members a way to combat these issues 
through participation in our new Green Power Choice program.  
A cleaner option for electricity generation, Green Power Choice 
offers our members the option of purchasing blocks of power  
generated from a renewable resource – methane gas from landfills.

Through participation in Green Power Choice, you literally help turn 
trash into treasure – a win-win opportunity for our cooperative, our 
members, our community and our environment.

The Green Power Choice program gives you, our members, a simple 
way to support renewable energy by purchasing blocks of green 
power. You can buy green power in 100-kilowatt-hour blocks (about 
8 percent of a typical household’s monthly use) for just $2 per 

month. You may purchase as many blocks as you like, and the green 
power you purchase will be added to the AEC transmission system 
as part of its total power mix. 

Your participation in this project proactively supports and promotes 
the conservation of natural resources and the development of  
renewable energy resources. At your electric cooperative, we c 
ontinually pursue means of preserving our environment while  
providing reliable, affordable energy to our members.
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